For months Beverly Carlysle had remained a
remote and semi-mysterious figure. She had
been in some hearts and in many minds, but to
most of them she was a hame only. She had been
the motive behind events she never heard of, the
quiet center in a tornado of emotions that circled
about without touching her.

On the whole she found her life, with the settling
down of the piece to a successful, run, one of
prosperous monotony. She had

re-opened and was living in the 56th Street
house, keeping a simple establishment of cook,
butler and maid, and in the early fall she added a
town car and a driver. After that she drove out
every afternoon except on matinee days, almost
always alone, but sometimes with a young girl
from the company.

She was very lonely. The kaleidoscope that is
theatrical New York had altered since she left it.
Only one or two of her former

friends remained, and she found them
uninteresting and narrow with

the narrowness of their own absorbing world.
She had forgotten that

the theater was like an island, cut off from the
rest of the world, having its own politics, its own
society divided by caste, almost

its own religion. Out of its insularity it made
occasional excursions to dinners and week-ends;
even into marriage, now and

then with an outlander. But almost always it
went back, eager for its home of dressing-room
and footlights, of stage entrances up

dirty alleys, of door-keepers and managers and
parts and costumes.

besepnu Kapnaiin gonrue mecsiipl ocTaBajiach
JINYHOCTBIO TPYIHOOCTYITHOM M MTOYTH
Muctryeckoi. OHa 3aBiazaenaa MBICIIMU
MHOTHUX, CEpALIAMH HEKOTOPBIX, HO IS BCEX
HHX ObLIa BCero auins uMeneMm. Ona Oblia
MPUYUHON COOBITHH, O KOTOPBIX JAaXKe HE
CIIBIIIAJIa, TAXMM LIEHTPOM TOPHAI0 SMOLIMIA,
KOTOPBIN BpaIaJICsS BOKPYT, HE Kacasch e
camoi

B nenom, oHa Haxo/AWIa CBOIO J)KHU3HB, CO BCEMHU
€€ BO3BBILLICHUAMH OT OCKOJIKOB K YCIEXY U
OeroTHei, caMbIM 0J1aronOIyYHBIM
onHooOpazueM. OHa Havasa BCE ¢ HYJIS M KHIIa
B JIOMe Ha 56-0if ynuIe, qeprxana HeOoIbIon
LITAT MPUCIYTH, COCTOSIBILIUKA U3 TIOBapa,
JIBOPELIKOTO U TOPHUYHOM, a paHHEH BECHOU
Jno0aBuiIa KO BCEMY 3TOMY MAalllMHY JUIs
BBIE3/I0B B ropoj u BoauTens. [locie 3toro ona
BBIE3KaJIa B TOPOJ, KaXKIbIi I€Hb B MOJIICHB,
UCKIIIOUYEHHE COCTABIISUIN JTHU CIIEKTAKIICH,
MIOYTH BCETAa OJHA, MHOT A C IEBOYKOU U3
TPYILIBL.

Omna 0b11a 04eHb OJMHOKA. TOT KaJel 0CKOII,
KOTOPBIN MPEJCTABISACT COO0H TeaTpaabHbIN
HLIO—ﬁOpK, HU3MEHUWIICS C TEX HOp, KaK OHA ero
MOKHHYJA. TONBKO OANH UM ABA €€ CTapbIX
JIpyra OCTaJIUCh, HO OHA CUUTANIA UX
HEUHTEPECHBIMU, OTPAHUYEHHBIMU Y30CThIO X
COOCTBEHHOTO YBIIeKaTelbHOrO Mupa. OHa
3a0blIa, 4TO TeaTp, Kak OCTPOB, OTPE3aHHBIN OT
OCTaJIBbHOT'O MUPA, CO CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM
MOJINTHUKOM, 0OIIIECTBOM, ITOJICJICHHBIM Ha
KaCThl, U 9yTh JI HE COOCTBEHHOU PEUTHEH.
OTa U30JMPOBAHHOCTH MHOTIAa TIPEPHIBAIACh
CIIy4alHBIMHM ITyTEIICCTBUSIMH HA O0CIbI U
YUKEH/IBI; Taxke B Opake TO U JeJI0 YyBCTBYEIIIb,
Oyaro *xuBellb ¢ yyxkectpaniem. Ho mouru Bcé
BO3BPAILATIOCH K MPEKHEMY, CTPEMSICH K CBOEMY
oMy, Tie TpUMEpPHast, CBET paMIlbl, TOJIMOCTKH,
BBIXOJSIIIUE HA TPSI3HBIE YIIHIIbI, CMOTPUTEIH,
HWMIIPECApUO0, U POJIA, U KOCTIOMBI.



