“As you know, we magicians have been cruelly
persecuted through the ages, ever since the fire
in which the Pythagorean magicians, our most
ancient forefathers, perished. Yes, mathematics
and magic have common roots, and for a long
time they guarded the same secret. We were
most savagely persecuted after the struggle
between Peter and Simon Magus, when the
Christians officially banned magic. They feared
that someone else might be able to multiply the
loaves and fishes. It was then that magicians
devised what remains today their survival
strategy: they wrote manuals explaining the
most obvious tricks and circulated them among
the people, and they used silly boxes and
mirrors in their shows. They gradually
convinced everyone that there was a trick
behind every act of magic. They became
armchair magicians, indistinguishable from
vulgar conjurors, and in that way were able to
continue in secret, doing their own multiplying
of loaves and fishes under their persecutors’
Very noses.

“Yes, the most subtle and enduring trick was to
convince everyone that magic does not exist. |
myself just used this handkerchief. But for true
magicians, the handkerchief doesn’t conceal a
trick, but a much more ancient secret. So
remember,” he said with a mischievous smile,
“always remember: magic does not exist.” He
clicked his fingers and another goldfish jumped
into the water. ‘Magic does not exist.” He
clicked his fingers again and a third fish jumped
into the glass. He covered the glass with the
handkerchief and, when he removed it, there
remained neither pebbles nor fish nor glass.
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‘Magic...does not exist’.

3Haelb, Mbl, Maru, )KECTOKO MPECIeI0BAIUChH
Ha IIPOTSHDKEHUU BCEW NCTOPUU YEJIOBEUECTBA,
CO BPEMEH KOCTPOB, B KOTOPBIX MTOTUOIH
nugaropeickue Maru, Hally cTapennime
MpEeAIIeCTBEHHUKH. [{a-1a, MaTeMaThKa u
Marusi UMEIOT OJIHM KOPHH, U JJOJITO€ BPEMS
OHU XPAaHUJIU OJIUH U TOT ke cekpeT. Oco0eHHO
OecronaiHo HaC Mpecie10BaIl Mocie
cronkHoBeHu# [lerpa ¢ Cumonom BonxBom™,
KOI'Jla XpUCTUaHe OQUIIMAIBHO 3allpETHIIN
Maruro. X myrano, 4To KTO-TO APYrord MOKET
IPEeyYMHOXXaTh 3eMHbIe Oiara. imeHHO Torna
Maru nNpuayMalid TO, YTO CErOJIHS SIBISETCS UX
IpOrpaMMOl BBKMBAaHMS — OMKCaB HanOouee
OUYEBUIHBIC TPIOKH B Y4EOHHUKAX, OHU
pacupoCTpaHWIn uX cpeau aoaeu. Eme onu
VICIIOJIB30BAJIN HEJIEMIBIE SIIIMYKHU U 3€pKaJia B
cBoux moy. Co BpeMeHEeM OHU BcexX yOenuiu B
TOM, YTO Marusi BCero Juib ooman. OHu
MPEBPATUIIUCH B O€3/1€SITEIbHBIX Maros,
HEOTIIMYUMBIX OT 3aypsIIHBIX (POKYCHUKOB.
TakuM 06pazoM, OHU MOTJIU JAJbIIE XPAHUTh
CBOM CceKpeT, MpeyMHOKast 3eMHbIe OJ1ara moJy
CaMbIM HOCOM Y CBOMX IIPECIIEIOBATEIIECH.
«CaMbIil KOBAPHBIN U ITPOIOJKUTEIIBHBIN
0oOMaH COCTOSIJT B TOM, YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh BCEX
MOBEPUTH B TO, UTO Marus He cymniecTByeT. Cam
sl BCETO JIMIIb UCIIOJIb30Bal 3TOT IJIATOK.
Hacrosimemy mary oH Hy>keH, 4TOOBI CKPBITh
OTHIOJZb HE (POKYC, a ropaszio 6ojee IpeBHUN
cekperT. Tak 4To 3alIOMHM», - CKa3aJl OH C
030pHOM YIIBIOKOM, - «BCET/la MOMHU: Marus He
cymectByeT». OH IIEIKHYII NaJdbLaMu, U e1é
OJTHA 30J10Tasi pbIOKa MPBITHYJA B BONY.
«Marwus He cymectByeT». OH IIENKHYI
najabllaMHU CHOBA, U TPETh PHIOKA MPBITHYJIA B
crakad. OH HaKpbUI CTaKaH IUIATKOM, a KOrjaa
CHSJI €r0, TaM HE 0Ka3aJoCh HU KaMHEW, HU
pBIOBI, HU cTakaHa. «Marus...He CyIEeCTBYEeT».

*CHMOH BOJIXB - CAMAPUTSHUH, COBPEMEHHHUK
anoctosioB. CHMOH TBOpWJI Uy/ieca U UMEI
MHoOrux nocienosareneil. Korna B Mepycanum
npuObun ar. [letp u Moann, 4ToObI
MOCPEJICTBOM BO3JIOKEHHS PYK HU3BECTH JIaphl
cB. Jlyxa Ha kpenieHbIx, CUMOH NPEAJIOKHIIT UM
JIEHBI'M 3a cool1eHue emy "cekpeTa" u ObLI
CTPOTO OOJMYEH U OTBEPTHYT allOCTOJIOM
ITerpom.



