Paper #2
Attitude of AUCA students toward interfaith dating 
Introduction
Dating as one type of relationships is important in human life. It is a path which might lead to a happy ending, to form one of the important social institutions-the family. Nevertheless, it may not lead to happy end or to the final point of dating relations which is wedding. Different issues cause the break up and divorce in family as a result the society faces social problems. One of the reasons for break up, which I will examine in my study, is interfaith dating. Some people who are interfaith dating do not realize the importance of religious practices in life and start dating. But later conflict occur which will lead to unstable and good relationships. Even more crucial part in dating and marriage life has the attainment of spiritual unity, but since two different faiths create different patterns and values and practices, it is impossible for interfaith daters to achieve the spiritual unity, because these differences might cause conflict. All these differences and tension might lead to failure of relations, moreover, tension in family and relative arises, which is also a serious issue. Another, problem that the interfaith daters themselves will face is, if they will remain in their original faith and then if they will have children, then the religious training of their children will bring another problem. Of course we can say that they might choose to nurture their children in one faith, but here the family will be divided. Therefore, we can see that interfaith dating brings special problems including the one mentioned above and many others, which should be discovered and solved. 

Thus, the aim of this study was to find out how the young people, who at marriage-able age, in particular students who are attending American University of Central Asia, feel about interfaith dating.  Moreover, my study was designed to test attitudes of students with different religious denominations that studied at AUCA., therefore my hypothesis was the following:
Attitude of Muslims toward interfaith dating is less tolerant that other religious faith. The two main variables that were tested are the dependent variable-level of tolerance and independent variable was the religious denomination. Furthermore, the study was seeking answers to the following question: Are the young people willing to date member of another faith?  The main key concepts that needed conceptualization are the following:

Interfaith marriage- is when an individual marries member of another faith. (Gary, p.97)

Intrafaith marriage- is when an individual marries member of their own faith. (Gary, p.97)

Review of earlier studies on interfaith dating

Attitude toward interfaith dating  
Burchinal (1967) in studying interfaith dating finds out that generally attitudes toward interfaith dating are tolerant. However, the group of people that are generally tolerant toward interfaith dating consists of Catholics, Protestants, Jews, young college students than the elderly, those with lower church attendance than those with frequent church attendance and males than females. Moreover, Burchinal found opposite relation between social status and attitudes on accepting interfaith dating or marriage. The two contradicting opinions that this author comes with after the study, are Muslim students claiming that dating and marriages are God’s construction, and since they were born to a Muslim family it means that they have to marry only Muslim, so that the perception of their mate be the one almighty Allah. The other part in opposite were claiming that dating relationships are not construction of God and that worship of God does not play an important role in dating relations. This was one of the studies that gave me a hint toward formulation of my hypothesis. Furthermore, Shideh Hanassab (1999) in her study of Iranian immigrants in Los Angles find out that even after living from 20 to 40 years in the United States, these immigrants are remaining very strict on the issue of marriage and in particular interfaith dating relationships. Evidence, for such attitudes were the recurrent answers that the respondents gave, where they indicated that in Muslims communities when two people get marry it is like two families get marry. Therefore if they are from different religious groups, conflict can arise regarding some rituals, customs and relatives. I think this is happening not only in the case of Iranian Muslims, who immigrated to US, but in the most of the Islamic countries this is the main issue. From the author findings we can assume that if interfaith dating or marriage occurs the couples will easily be isolated from the community to which they belong, in this case from Muslim community. Shideh Hanassab also compares the Muslim Iranian with the Jew Iranian and she detects the difference in activities and even places which are usually visited to rest. Muslim Iranians try to avoid public places and community services, and the author mentions that there is a fear to mixed or acquainted with person of another faith, especially for girls, which are closely controlled by fathers or brothers. 
The significance of faith and family expectations 
Shideh Hanassab makes very good point on how Iranian Muslims parents are become nervous while discussing future of their children, in particular about marriage. Because of detecting the changes from traditional music and increasing love for Western music, for their public expression of romance and attachment to violent TV programs make the elderly fearful.  I think this should really concern parents, because most of the idea of “westernization” is immoral and to allow new generation to “fall in love” with the popular culture soon will lead to the point that this generation will be very hard to distinguish from the Western one. Moreover, the author explains that if the tendency toward Westernization continues, it will increase the number of interfaith marriages and then the eastern culture, with its values and beliefs will be lost into the mainstream. 
Causes for interfaith dating

Larry Barnett in her study focuses on causes of interfaith dating and marriages. Several causes of this type of marriage that the author mentions are development of cultural similarities, which leads to acceptance of certain norms, attitudes and values. Moreover, the democratic ideal, which gives the youth to choose whatever they want and identify themselves the way that they prefer, also leads to increase of interfaith marriages. Larry Barnett   those who enter interfaith dating and marriages are usually rejected by their families. Moreover, the kids that had an unstable family and disorganized family are more likely to enter interfaith marriages or again with a lower social status. One more important point that the author makes is that that the 3 ways of coping in interfaith dating: One or both spouses completely stop attending church; both of them continue in their original faith and lastly, one joins church of another. This is more characterized to the argument Muslims converting their mate to their faith in order to achieve marital satisfaction. 
All of the above studies helped me to know more about the topic of my study, nevertheless, they were conducted in different localities, with different cultural values and hopefully my study will find new attitudes to this particular issue.. 
Methods 

Measurement 
The key variables that were measured are:

Independent-religious denomination 

Dependent-level of tolerance 

For measuring the independent variable, respondents were asked to indicate the faith to which they belonged. The following options were offered: Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Other and here the respondents were asked to specify, if other. For measuring the level of tolerance, I asked used Semantic Differential Scale, where the respondents were asked to indicate the positions that were closest to them. They were asked to choose the adjectives, which indicated their feelings toward interfaith dating. Moreover, Likert’s scale was used to test the level of tolerance. For instance, there was a statement, which said: Daters of the same faith have better relationship than daters of different faith. Respondents had to choose whether they agree, strongly agree, disagree and strongly disagree. Or there was question that, whether or not respondents had friends who were interfaith dating and if yes, how respondents would classify relations of their friends and also indicate their faiths. Also, in order to see, why do respondents have certain attitude toward interfaith dating, they were asked to answer if they would date member of another faith, if yes why and if no why and these were open ended questions. Would respondent’s family agree if they were interfaith dating and the options here, yes why and no why? 
Data collection method 
Survey methodology was employed to implement the study. 53 structured questioners were administered among juniors of 3 departments Journalism, Business Administration and Law, it was a census method, interview all juniors of these 3 departments. Total number of my sample was 61, out of which 2 were on academic leave the other 8 were unavailable. The reason that I chose juniors, is because they probably have experienced more the dating relations and also by looking at the list of names of these 3 departments I assumed that they were the one who had representative of different faiths. The interviews were conducted during the class time, I administered questioners to the student (with prior consent of instructors). 
Findings 
After collecting all 53 questioners I started reading and finding the most frequent answers and coded them accordingly. The most popular answer was coded as one and the least one was counted as other.  After coding the variables, respondents and their answers were entered into SPSS and there the data was analyzed through charts and cross tabulations. The cross tabulations and the percentage that was given by the SPSS  showed that, Muslims are less tolerant toward interfaith dating that other religious faiths, thus my hypothesis was proved. For instance, when respondents were asked whether they would date member of another faith, 90, 9% of Christians said that yes, they would and only 76, 9% of Muslims agreed to date member of another faith and the following tables illustrates it. 
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There were number of common answers to the open ended questions, when I compared the faith of respondents and the type of answer they gave to why they would or would or would not date member another faith. For example, 7 of Muslims respondents said that they faith does not allow to member of another faith and that it is sin for them to do so. Only 4 Muslim male respondents said that they would date member of anther faith, but convert her to Muslim. “To have better understanding and healthy family life” was another answer by a Muslim female respondent. It would have been helpful to clarify what is meant by “better understanding and healthy family life». Answers, like “if you love a person faith does not matter”, “or human being are equal”, “faith is not indicator of good person”, were give mostly by Christians. Moreover, to the question on would respondent’s parents agree if he/she will be dating member of another faith, the common answers given by Muslims were no, because their family was  strict on religious issue, or that mother would agree and father not. In the case of Christians and several Jews, answers were, “why not”, or “my parents are not biased in any way”, “my parents are liberals and they are not very religious”. In both cases we can see that attitudes of respondents are in some way imposed on them by either parents or faith to which they belonged. The following chart shows faith of respondents and their family attitude, whether they would agree or not it their children were interfaith dating. 

[image: image2]Respondents also had to choose answer from Likert’s scale on whether they think that interfaith dating is more likely to face break up than intrafaith. Few Muslim, and I will indicate again male respondents instead of choosing from agree or disagree, wrote “of course they do”. Similar answers were given only by this type of subject, the Muslims male, this to certain extent may be evidence of Muslims male being less tolerant toward interfaith dating that Muslims females. Moreover, several Muslims male, to the question whether they would date member of another faith or not, answered that dating yes, but not marry, once again we have evidence of less level of tolerance by certain gender. 52, 2% of Muslims think that interfaith dating is more likely to break up than intrafaith, and only 5, 9 % said that they strongly disagree with this statement. 
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Discussion and conclusion 
This study was designed to find out attitudes of juniors of AUCA toward interfaith dating. Moreover, the assumption that Muslims are less tolerant toward interfaith dating than faiths was approved. This study also answered to some other question, for instance, if the young people are willing to date member of another faith, what are some of the conditions? From respondent’s answers we may say that one of these conditions is if some male Muslim will date member of another faith, then he will convert his mate. 
One of the issues that I faced while collecting data is receiving half empty questioner. Respondents left the open ended questions and also the Semantic Differential Scale, appeared to be hard for respondents to fill. This made me twice find respondent and “make” them to answer. Also almost every respondent asked what does mean the word “interfaith” and even after explaining it still seemed unclear for them. Moreover, I made some structural mistakes, I mean when I asked to indicate the faith of their friends who were interfaith dating, almost all respondents gave one faith, I should have provide options where they would choose both faiths, if any. 
In general, I studied what I intended to study and future implications for this study might be more a qualitative study, where in depth interview will give more detail information on the idea of interfaith dating. 
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